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Any person who cannot buy the Morning Afternoon or Sunday
Edition of The Times on any news stand in Washington in suburban
towns on railroad trains or elsewhere will confer a favor by notifying
the Publisher of The Times corner Tenth and D Sts Washington D C

NOT ALTOGETHER ALTRUISTIC

In Q s Iss ie of London
Truth5 Labonchvrc reads his coeapat
riots a curtain lecture xnent the
Aatericjia feimeion As ws sd with

tkfe gifted TvrWers c H eHt rie8
this ont knis ot lack praprr in-

gredient of gingcr and it is doubt-
ful If the trwtlis which he Bishes
for Brltisk destion Avjirb gfeittly-
relisheiL The epit of Liilxm-

cheres lectHre is that if Englishmen
will keep their money at home in-

stead of es plov5ng it in siK sorts of
ventures abroad they will have aeih
ing to fear from competition either

tlie United States or by Germany
There are portions of the article

in qi iHtion in which in a sarcastic
reiaij lie the British public thit

wee

it
lip

by

tell

¬

¬

¬

the Americans are gobbling up En
gush railways steamship lines and
other industrial enterprises

ably Of course ibouehere under-
stands perfectly nosie better than
he that wizen the Yankee engages in
such Undertakings as those which
nov so seriously disturb British com-

placency he is not moved by altruis-
tic considerations He is out for the
coin sad the probabilities are strong-
ly in favor of his getting it Never-

theless it is quit possible that Amer-

ican methods of doing business and
managing things may furnish our
British cousins an object lesson
which they suly with consider-

able profit

merely
to sFhow lohn Dull these things
can run pll1itiOt1Sy and profit

how
be

ill

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

SKYSCRAPERS

i HERS s a vigorous i c tet IH Chicago against the erection of any more
I skyscrapers of reasonable height surprise many people who

have believed that tie ambition of enery Chicago citizen was either
own er to rest imbitetien er an office in a building fifty stories high

But now weiave Chicago pepie calling the skyscraper a barrier to progress If
it really scraped tie sky as its Jiaiae suggests iLfwoeid certainly be a benefit to

cities of whiefe feowever Washington but it dees nothing of the
Taad and seitber the sky a r anything else benefits very much by its extraor-
dinary altitude

Of nrhitecture have
mainly esthetic It was claimed that it dwarfed other building in its
neighborhood s it aoes aaS that it was hardly ever artistic la form as it is
net Bet there is anoiher objaction

It is now jwinted out that the skyscraper an is cadary literally the
first masaituae that it is set only a menace to other buikliBg looks but to
their actual safety It is obvious that wbeasssh a beildtog does catch ire
it has every fsxHity for scatterieg sparks far aad wide over the roof
tiiag in sight wfcea is of leas altitude It is plain see that no ordiaary
fireeagine is of the least tc such a bwikliag The stream of waf K

the hose will ot reach anywhere ear top is cothiag to

let it born To jwll it iowa or blow It wauld endanger the safety of all the
other builfiiBgs on the street Moreover unless very carefully constructed
SBcfe a beHdiag is apt to rave a veritable cfa ey The buiMiag ef the Cen

what a beautiful piece
arroundtag a oeertyard can make of itself on

proper

THE ORIGIN OF PETER DOUGLASS

ill
pet to-

t a

seine ne

Thus far the obections urged this form heeD
I everY

is of

of
to

on sent
the do bat to
lilt

j

HOuse in ago
o lilewerksa large wllttiBg

pro ocatian

7

I
dt

againat

every
leo

Tee

tial Pewer Washagton a few years shows

¬

X garrkwn life Teter Dowglas

It had its rigks

at Fort Monroe a quarter of A cen
tury or more though tfcere are a
number of officers who knew the erigwal
Pete and quite a isCTber mere woo

the facts in te his
f tie leading officers ef the artil-

lery service today thea a lieatenaat Wa3

from Governors Island IB New York
Harbor to Fort Moaree with a detac-
meot C nlnetaa soldiers They came
down by sea and the first night out the
seWters on to a barrel of ftne whisky
which was in the hold and by the aid
of a fcalet and some straws UK most of

ous cocdition before midnight On tie
second Higt out some of them tackled

barrel and ia a short time
they were again

Aiooag the number Peter X ouglo s
When the time came for them to land st
Fort Monroe Peter Dewgtess could set be

tuba av rboard or while Intoxicated
iai jnasped overboard Anyhow tie lieu

lit over but eighteen men He
reported Peter Douglass as having heal
drowned and the record was made ae
eordhssly Three days afterward when
tM ship that brought party down was
tndoa ng freigit at Charleston S-

CL Peter Douglass crawled out of the
lMf looking aoaaewiat the worse for
experience After bracing up be managed
to work his way to Fort Monroe where
he supposed he would join his
bet OB pres Btiag to the oScer-
Ia command there he was toM that as
tile record there had showa that Peter
iegl Bg hat drowned they Were

I I
means a dead is O4eHY
not really Baul

j
ago

I

new
regard case

Oae

sent

got

the mea very ltilar

the apia i

intoxI ted
was

fOUJld It generally thoegbt he had

turned 1

J

f

thc
some

his

COm

himself j

I

been I

inaathat

o

niceteen were Ina

was

I

¬

¬

>

<

required to consider him dead oven if he
was not dead

Douglass admitted that be ws pretty
dead but that he feed

t pull through Anyhow he not ad-
mitted to the quarters at the garrison
aodj was told that he had better move

s rely as he tad ever been in it But
Peter did not go far away That eves
ins he met some ef his comrades three
ia nesber from Governors IslaM and
tiey celebrated his coming to life is true
soldi ly xaaaner The celebration
up ia ibe goardfaouse there as did the
celcbrators The record of the guard-
house showed that though Peter Does

ieea resorted dead a few days
fore be was very alive Two days
afterward tie names of the four were
sent te tie officer Ja commend as a pre
lisii iry to have them courtmartiale-
daaa9tinshefifar disorderly conduct and
ote riolations of the law of the gar
I JL

The officer who was a strong advocate
of the power of record ruled that as
Peter Doeglase haiL never eatered tie get
risonfee eo M not be court sartialefi-
as tia v in fact Peter Douglass was
4ea8 Beyond resurrection He was there

out and again told te more
oa itiieW he net realize that ie was
dead he did net Ao so He hURt around
the garrison for some time but finally
wandered away aad Jot beck to Xew
York Officially he hiss remained dead
ever staee for tie record has ne er beea
han o 3 Tie preferred te let him

xemain dead and get him out of the army

by courtmartial for he seemed to be
beyond reform

nearly meaged
was

alonS that he was Gut ol the army ss

wound
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HARMONY AND GASTRONOMYI It ever occur to you to ask
Ijj I yomt why y are regaled

with the of Awfe Laurie
while munching ye r shrimp

mInd In certain restaurants Did you
fffdc ask the waiter why fiddlers
three were employed t saw ff chunks
ot symphony while you were wrestling
wto tough porterhouse steak Of course
UK proprietor line some purpose in sooth

year savage breast for orchestral
niiprlc costs money BO matter how
sqkoakr the Sidles or bow wheezy the
dertooet The question that occurs to
us is why should the cost of half a dozen

steak or mutton chop Is there a Biy-
stertoue occult ceaaeetloa between har
BMMy sad gastronomy Or betweea
cerd and mastication We ran easily
conceive of a good many reasons for sup-

plementing the work of a poor chef with
distracting discord If the discord is par
tieBiarly rasping it is apt to divert the
aUeaUoa of te Msteaor from the poorly
cooked HamBurger It Is also apt te reuse
the of the patron to such aa ex

Abroad
J west te Introduce you to Amer

BBB I SaM met
Ko I doat want to nJcetabsm Traayre

Tulgar I know
But taeyTe not m T d from the

West
0 thats different I was afraid they

were from York Life

ill

pop42lar airs be added to the cost of your
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as to aastieate vleioesly
energetically totally unmindful of the

cxeeediag toughness of the mallard duek
Bat where the cooking and the
menu tempting la variety and quality
what is the object of orchestral as-
companimQUte

Thereare several explanations that
to us The diverting character of

rassic hiss steaiency to make the patron
linger longer table and order more
generously from the bill of fare Under
the captivating of A Tale of the
Bumble Bee or some other popular air
one IB apt to forget that the pay cheek
is growing tionstantly larger Instead of
rushing aawy from tie table after dis-
posing of a petted pigeon one carelessly
regaloB himself with some
dessert which he would never order under
ordinary conditions This of course Is
profitable fer a restaurant It is easy
to see that music may operate as a good
digestant It Induces a mentJ composure
which is favorable to assimilation and
no matter how rich the dessert a few
bars from Those Goo Goo Eyes will
easily dispose of it What to Eat

Two Women
Really I did not know what to think

when Fred proposed to me last evening
Why he 3mdnt known me more than
a

Perhaps that was the reason dear
Boston Transcript

toot ire him
and
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charm
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ABOUT THE

PROPOSED BILL

TSAHTOK of the Sixth Auditors Office

ANXIOUS

c

BYJOSEPH

CLERKS

i REtIREMENT

ago addressed a communication to The
reference to the retirement of the aged

and disabled clerks in the Government departments
which elicited a statement from Mr Starr chairman

of the National Clerks Retirement Association Committee to
the effect that the committee had a bill nearly completed
which would be ready lo be presented to Congress fer action
about the 1st of June This statement did not briagmueh CB-

co rageia nt to the clerks for they knew that by that time
Congress would bo making preparations to adjourn and there
was no probability or at least little probability ot Congress
taking up the measure and passing it at that late period In the
session And their hearts continued sink at the funr pros-
pect of the desired logislation as they reasoned that the next

eCCeagress will be a short session at which the legis
lative body will be busy with the appropriation bills for the
ensuing fiscal year and other important matters and wilt have
little or no time to devote to a matter of this kind

Then tco it nay be impossible to get any futurerCoasress
to take any interest in the matter and even the clerks them
selves by reason of deferments and disappointments may be
come discouraged lose interest in it and resign tberasolves to
their late believing there never trill be any possibility ot get
ting Congress to give the desired legislation Thus de-

ferred nitketh the heart sick with many of the clerks who
were met vitally interested in getting this measure through
Congress aad I also that every clerk in tie classified
departmental senice in Washington if not so deeply as these
or do not feel themselves o are yet more or less interested-
in this legislation

Recently there have Into my possession some figures
which are said te be reliable which arc interesting aad have
a great bearing on this subject Outof 15450 cards examined
of clerks in the classified service in Washington there are 806

weeks
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clerks who are over sixtyrfive years of age and who have been
in the civil service ten years or more

Now an assessment of S month upon each one of
these 1545 clerks though I favor an assessment of 2 or
4 per cent of each ones salary as more equitable would yield-
a monthly sum of 546350 To retire the 86
clerks mentioned above at sO per only preposition
that I find meeting with favor at all among great majority
of clerks we W require a monthly disbursement of only

H 3 leaving a monthly surplus of 6050 for oiling the
and making it run smoothly in the matter of collecting

and disbursing the said fund
Since the above figures were compiled some 2 or more

other clerks have been covered Into the civil service fey Execu
tive order which has proportionately increased the at
clerks to be assessed while probably nose or very few in-

deed have been added to the list of the supcrannsacedj-
Tiio retiring of 806 aged clerks would meea over L2M pro-

motions for the younger clerks of the present force and Stfi
new appointments over 29W immediate changes that arold be
brought about by action of Congress if a retirement measure
were passed and as it wore by a stroke of the pen o the part
of the executive officers and all In the Interest of
clerks in the departments and those who would come ia ram
the outside

As a friend said to me in discussing this matter What
more could the young bloods in the departments waatr I
also ask the same question

But it all still remains with the committee mentioned
whether we are ever to have this legislation ao far as it lies
in its power to bring it about and when are we likely te get
it It weuld be a great satisfaction to the many clerks in-

terested and possibly to all the 154e clerks in the department-
al service in Washington to know what are the views ef the
committee on the prospect of the measure and if ever
it is likely to be got through Congress
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Bluecoats Credited With Having Fun
When They Are Hard at Work

POLICE SY l EMSJ
has lately taken
the Nsiw York po

that is the al-

leged overworking of the police In
comment on this a New York

says
The foolish who been

weeping over the woes of policemen
who say they get no leisure or reeres
tion ought to visit our local

and diamond fields
Now whatever may be tie merits-

or demerits of the fight for the three
platoon system in 2few York there
seems to be a hole in this sort of
argument which Is visible without a
microscope The grievance alleged
by the defenders ff the police is that
the patrolmen have no time to spend-
at home with their families compared

zen avid from all the evidence it
looks as if this were true It is true

Washington whether the New
York policeman is in the same con-

dition or not A man is not at home
with Ida family when he is at the race-

track or the game and it does
not at all follow as the newspaper
seems to think that he is there be
cause of choice Has that paper for-
gotten that policemen have to be
present in considerable numbers at
these places to protect the public
from the citizens who
thither flock to Seece the crowds
They are not likely to be Inure for
Inn unless they are in citizens
fiJothes and if so how did the author
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of that paragraph know they were
policemen

Possibly tIle idea is that if a man
is in a place of amusement oh duty
he is not working Many people have
that idea about dramatic criticism
for example They think that a dra-
matic critic has a good time because
he has nothing to do but go to the
theater They do not understand
that any pleasure In the world soon
becomes stale if repeated too often
and that when pleasure is closely as-

sociated with hard work it eases to
be recreation Most dramatic critics

they want jto amuse themselves
go where they will not see or hear
of a playbill Going to the theater
for fTin is to them about on the par
with the delights of tire hayfield to
the former who has been working
there all day It Is fun for the city
Tisitor but not for the man who
makes his living by it If a man has
been on duty eighteen hours out of
the twentyfour and wants to get
home and go to bed or take his chill
dren into the country for an after-
noon nbw and tIleD he dcefrnou qaie
whether part of tfcosb eighteen nours
were spent at the baseball game or
not except as it might be a trifle
more interesting than a Broadway
corner or a in Harlem It was
avell saitUhj Qne social economist

What Nvorxing people need nfter
theIr days work is rest and they
want decent homes to rest in more
than do outside amusements
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THE DEAR OLD BROOK-

Do you rememberstill the old brook dear
softened sunlight falls through

arching trees
And gilds the purling cascades with

its gold
Where side by side we walked In days

of old
While woodlandodors Oiled the cooling

breeze
And natures harmonies brchtgat heaven

Do you remember still those peaceful days
trust gave Ute its chiefest

charm
Aiid hope knew not of sordid thought

care
Eutwove her sweetest fAnCIes for us

Kordrdaiaed of future sorrows ser of

love uafettered glorified our ways

Ah though I roam the widfe world oer
and

Its panoramic marvels at my

seems
As lovely as the one that ills my

dreams
When fancy calls me lack to t retreat

Where In those days I wandered dear
with you

No more the timid tarushs note so soft
Xe more so sweet the woodland violet

2Co more so cool the hreeae upen my

Since we may no more roam those Taj

aos
Yet neer while memory lasts can I

forget
That dear old brook whcre lingered we

so oft
Emile Pickhaidtan Boston Globe
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MODERN CIVILIZATION THREATENS

ANCIENT BEAUTIES OF MEXICO
SORRY day It will be for Mexico

when the old arches are de
steyed in the interest of modern
ization or permitted to fall into

decsy because the girder has super
aeded them in ueefttlaess or cheapness
says the Cincinnati Commercial
Tril ae Now all ov r the country the
traveler whose eye is attuned to beauty is
delighted with the spring arch the true
beauty line of architecture The arch in
Mexico is of tea massive rather than
light even cumbersome perhaps but it
Is always graceful Many of them make
up ia masoary what they lack in scientific
proportion and construction like the old
Roman arches lIst by this means they
have stood for two or three centuries and
will be a grateful relief to the landscape-
for as many if they are permitted
by the newcomer to endure so long

In the iBagnificeat aqueduct at Querc
taro a series of beautiful arches stretches
across the valley for a mile and a half
carrying to tie town pure water that
its winding bed has guided from the

three or four miles away The
corners of tie huge supporting columns-
of this aqueduct are of cut stone all

The Earth as a Furnace

That It will be found feasable to gene
rate steam from the heat contained

crust otthe earth is the opinion
of Prof Hallock of Columbia University-
He would dig two boles about fifty feet
apart to a depth of say 12000 feet The
oaly problem then would be the making of
a connection between these wells at the
very bottom Perhaps a bole could be
broken through by the use of heavy
charges of dynamite These explosions
might at the same time open up a con-

siderable chamber down there which
could be used as a hot water heater
Cold water could be poured down one
into this chamber Here It would be con
verted into steam almost instantly by the
Intense heat and would then rush up out
of the other well and Into suitable engines
attached to the wheels of industry Once
in place a plant of this kind would run
en indefinitely at a cost that would make
the price of coal a matter of utter indif-
ference to its owner

Particularly Out Maam

The old colored man had grown gray in
service He had almost become the cus-

todian of the family secrets as he was of
the family silver

The married daughter In a
distant town had come home for a visit
Callers were coming all day long and old
Pompey was kept busy opening the door
and receiving the visitors

One bright morning the JAjUes of the
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tilled with lInt surface outward The
ilexican Central Railway passes through
one of those arches that Is about eighty
feet High Tie whole magnificent struc
ture nearly ave miles In length was pro
seated to tiuS town ef Queretaro chiefly j

through the generosity of one
benefactor statue stands in the
pretty plaza the Marques de la Villa del
VHlar de la Aguiia There is a fountain
arch at the corner of the market place in
Queretaro-

In the corridors of the deserted monas-
tery at Mexlcalclago that alteration of
large and small tones is seen in all the
masonry It is probable that examina-
tion of the part of the arch would
show throe layers of thin stones where
the under portion shows two thus making
the spring or without wedgeshap
ing the large stones

The long row of arches that rest upon
the curious amlike capitals are on the
second story veranda of a Mexican ha
cienda home overlooking the pretty green
patio interesting to note the elab-
orate floral decorations in the way of
hanging baskets orchids and potted
plants A glimpse of the chapel with
which every large hacienda is provided is
to be seen background of this picture

There are prehistoric arches in Yucatan

family went out a drive Just after
they left the bell rang and Pompey rec-
ognized in the caller a former dear girl
frIend of lila young married mistress

Are the ladies in Pompey said the
young

No maam tieyse out jnaam re-
sponded the old retainer

Im so sorry I missed them replied
the visitor handing in her card I par-
ticularly wanted lo see Mrs Boll

Yes maam thank ye maam Thcycc
all out maam and Mrs Bell is particu
larly out maam was the reply that
greeted her hearing as the visitor opened
the gate and the front door closed New
York Herald

Free

A missionary lately returned from India
now In this city complains of the slow
progress made out there in converting the
natives on account of the difficulty in

the teachings of Christianity so
that the people will fully under
stand them Some of the most beautiful
passages In the Bible are destroyed in
translation Hfe attempted once to have
the hymn

at Ase cleft Jo me
Let roe mj lf in

translated the native dialect tjo that
the natives might appreciate its beauty
The work war by a young Hindoo
Bible student The next day he brought j

his translation to the missionary for ap-
proval and hIs rendering as translated
back in English read like this
Very old for my
Let me absent myself under one of your frag-

ments
Inter Ocean J
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that resemble the arches of ancient Egypt
and the peculiar pointed entrance to the
Pyramid of Gizeh In an arch In the
building known
Yucatan the stones forming it are not
quite horizontal but stand nearly though
not quite at right angles with the line
of the arch showing how near an ap
preach Was made by these ancients to the
true principle of the arch as used today
and for so many centuries

Mexico is well known as a rich field for
the architect as well as the archaeolo-
gist but her treasures for workers in
these fields have not been halt
More money and time are being expended
each year in the study of these interesting
ruins but there is yet no organization
comparable to the l Bdnmrk Club of Cali-

fornia whose object is the restoration
and preservation of the ruins of the In-

dian and Spanish buildings erected cen-

turies ago
The arches best known to visitors to

Monies are in that beautiful aqueduct
that reaches from tie capital city to tie
hill of Cbapultepec It was built in MOt

ad today lends an indefinable charm to
the city anti the country but it Is rapidly
beIng sacrificed to the demand fer the
space it occupies and the encroachment
of modern innovations

Sad and Solemn

Here vrr arc the sad aad solemn
Walking up and down the

Thin and ragged is our column
Somber is our flag unturfed

By the wayside some are falling
But we dare not stop or pause

Solemn sadness Is our calling
Sadness solemn is our cause

Why or why should we be merry
All the world is merrymad-

We alone are very
Very very very sad

And it makes us feel so sorry
When we hear the big crowd laugh

What does laughter know of Tcorry
And its burdens Not the half 3

Oh we Imow there is a lighter
And a brighter way through life

But because the way is brighter
It with pleasure too is rife

And what do we want of pleasure
When there is so much of pain

Is not pain the one true treasure
That our future bliss will gain

Oh we know our ranks are thinning
And it makes us deeply sigh

Yes the living side seems winning
We will win sirs when we die

Ahj you laugh But what is laughter
Scattering lifes ills like chaff

We we think of the hereafter
4nd are far too sad to laugh

John P Sjolander In the Galveston

as the Monjas at UxmaIr

revealed
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v Only the Critics But the PuSfie Is Be
grnning to Ask jf Not About Time to
Have More Realism in the Lines and Situ
ations of the Play

FAKE DRAMA IIt Is
Not<

¬

VERY lovcr of the drama must
have wondered why in these
days of aUSgea realism on the

stage 1bere is so much faking of a
palpable kind and perhaps it is worth-
while to attend of the more
obvious forms of this and subject

to a mild analysis
Of course we all know that classic

plnys have errors of all sorts in
them due enerallyitp the
of the authors ishakespenres map
of Bohemia is a cloak which has cov-

ered a good many sins of this kind
though considering the Huuiations of
his day Shakespeare was a remark-
ably accurate nina Moreover the
playwright has to possess knoWledge
of JM comprehensive a sort that it is
nt surprising that his literary fail-
ures are more than occasional He
must not make a mistake in estimat-
ing the temper of the audience or
the ability of the actor ox the limi
tations of the drama as a form of
expression or
turesqoc effect by the use of some

action or plqtnre If he
snakes a blcj dri ipy of these lines
the glaringly plain
Merely literary do not count
for much in

But it does sometimes as if
tire faking process resulted in some
entirely unnecessary literary faults
For example in a play recently wit
Messed here we have at least three
Incongruities of form which could
not be toleratedin a novel and
not necessary to the play First an
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Englishman in the disguise of a
French soldier talking supposedly
in barrackroom French quotes the
doggerel about the rose being red
and the violet humor of
which would be untranslatable into

the lines not even
win because they are so trite
Again the superstition of the Bed-
ouin is illustrated by the fact that
he takes a silver bullet to kill a

witch The gflTer bullet is a
device which the Arab probably
heard of and what is more the

audience probably tines not
fain very many people who are amil
lay with the superstition so that an
incongruity is dragged in for the
sake of producing what might be a
literary effect if it belonged there

Finally we are told of
the principal characters is shot
through the heart and the character
survives for several minutes antI
makes a long speech besides going
through considerable nHiRCHLh exer-
cise The line about the heart could
hare been left out without the sHght
est loss of dramatic effect and with-
a good deal more realistic effect Not
only the critics but the public is

to ask if jt is not aboui time
to stop putting real pumpkins anti
real buzzsaws and real duststorms
rind things on the stage and try to
bare more realism in the lines and
situations of the play If these are
secured the stage properties will
take care of themselves and It is
pretty safe to wager that hel

will take good care of the play

bluethe
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I a laugh
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SUBMARINE DANGER
PJRAITCIS G HALL Jr ia the American Shipbaaaer

c It1-

t
HS develppsieat of i practical

I torped9 boat has been so
hard a task that every branch of
sciesro has been resorted to in

accomplishing it The insurmountable bar-
rier to success encountered Ja building
the arjy submarines was the necessity
of a selfcontained source of motive power
Steam has long since been abandoned as
impracticable The gasolene engine liar
ing reached a state of efficIency some
years since for industrial use was appro-
priate for this purpose Advocates of
submarine warfare found in it a conven-
ient solution of their source of power

The recent engines constructed In this
country for the Holland boats viewed
purely front the standpoint of the engineer
are very efficient But while Intent in
producing vessels thatwould navigate un-

der the surface no thought has evidently
been given to the conditions of continual
service either in war The pres-
ent type of iubniarlne torpedo boat to op-

erate its engines ias fieea designed to
carry at least 2W0 gallons of gasolene or
naphtha This enormous quantity of ex
plesive is stored in lasts in the vessels
hell It is said that the Russian govern-
ment regards gasolene as more dangerous
than dynamite and will not permit it to
be brought within several miles of gov
ernment property This is said be the
reason why the Russian navy ias iiot
adopted as yet the submarine torpedo
boat

A glance at statistics of fatalities due to
gasolene explosions in this country is awe
inspiring in the extreme Many of these
explosions were flue tospontaneous com
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bastion or molecular change wathgat the
aid of any exterior agency whatsoever
Others were due to heat flame or the elec-
tric spark Each submarine carries
an Immense storage battery in close prox
unity to the gasolene tanks and
In practice it has been found sparks
frequently jump from cell to cell of this
battery and the charging wires

In the submarine beats now building for
our navy the switches fuses and the vari-
ous electrical contacts necessary for the
control of the machinery are open to the
air Each time these devices are oper
ated sparks often larger than an arc light
are formed Not long since this gasolene
fumes from the engines nearly killed the
entire crew of one of the
The presence of mind of the captain in
hurrying to the hatch and smnmozJIfcg aid
from the dock alone saved them from
speedy death Seven men rondo

and some of them did not recover
for a number of days Had an electric
switch been thrown or a short circuit
occurred at any point this boaf and Its
crew would have been blown to atoms A
death more awful than being to
pieces penned in under the surface of the
water it is difficult to imagine

The officials of our Navy Department arc
fully conversant with this new danger and
are expected to take measures prohibiting
the use of these present
The lives of Tncle Sams brave tars should
riot be needlessly jeopardized by ordering
them to serve in these death trapsjto go
into commission in a few months The
present submarine boat is more
to Itself and crew than to the vessel at
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A RESTLESS GHOST
Brown family lived within half a block of a boiler factory apt from

j but Jt happened to be the only house in town 3lci
all in other respects And after all the noise was ot

so bad as it xight have been Il shut down at night and in the day-
time most of the family were out

But they had not been there long a most unearthly racket was Beard
one night in the kitchen It sounded as if the cat had been on a rampage
through all the tin pans in the cupboards and finished Tip by knocking the
stove lids down the cellar stairs It was a most unholy noise

Investigation however revealed no cat nor anything else which ceuld
have caused the sounds and the Brown family retired to such rest aswtey
could for the remainder of the night But the next night the perfqrjnaace
began again tad the next And the next Finally Jim Brown who was of aa
investigating disposition said he would sleep in the kitchen sad see if fcacousd
catch anything 3

He d d He caught a ghost It was a thing ghost and scaradlookfcg
and seemed willing even anxious to account for itself

You see said the ghost tearfully I mean no ham I usSTlo
work in that therebqiler factory and then when I got too old they put oneon
as night watchman and give me a little house next to the works to live ia But
that was pulled down after after I died And I couldnt sleep psace

put rayseTI to sleep here The cemetery
boiler

Isnt there one nearer town asked Jim
Yes there is
Then vhy dont you rent a tomb there where you can hear the faetry2

And it was done and the Brown family slqnt in
And none of the neighbors knew that there had been any disturbance
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An Urgent Call
After dinner one very disagreeable night

last week a certain Madison Avenue phy-
sician locking from his office window
and seeing the rain beat against the
glass decided that ha would have a quiet
uninterrupted evening at home He was
soon in his house coat a novel in his
hand and tobacco smoke was curling
around him About 10 oclock some one

the doorbell
The doctor Is wanted right away at

began the caller
He cant gj sir answered the ser-

vant quickly He left word was
not well and that unless it was a case of
life or death he would not venture out

Well you tell him he must come over
we need him to sit in a poker same

Oh youre Mr B are you Step in
please and Ill see

A minute later the servant reappeared
with The doctor says hell be right
over Xew York Evening Post

Happened in Philadelphia
A subtreanury is very angry

because of a practical Joker played on
him by one of his friends whom he has
not yet been able to locate Several days
ago the man purchased a package of grass
seed which he intended to plant in the
front yard of his residence In West Phila-
delphia While he was busy a lot ot
stanped check perforations were sub

in the package for the seed which
they considerably resembled in appear-
ance and these bits of papers nero duly
planted Thus far they have failed to
burst out in bloom It Is reported that
it was the wife of the deceived Govern-
ment employe who discovered that he had
been duped and Informed him of the
trick Philadelphia Record
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OBSERVED IN PASSING

The only absolutely practicaHewfcy
of making people laugh with In-
stead of at you is to laugh
when they laugh at you

It may be true as it says la
historical novels that the horo wen
he took a cab flung his purse to the
driver but the probability of the
tale depends on the likelihood that
there was nothing in the purse but
two car tickets and a soapy dime

Poetry about the bleeding feat on
pretty

but as a matter of fact a stubbed toe
is generally the treuble

The secret of the lions reputation
for greatness may be that he1S not
good to cat and does not
and hence has not been subjugated by
man to any great extent

Any young woman who Is rash
enough to take Cupid In andjaafce
him a suit of clothes out of the kind-
liness of her heart will Simplyhave
to take the consequences

Sing I see that the popular
historical novels is abating

even the bookworm will
turn Baltimore News
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